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Report Highlights: 

On May 5, 2022, trade and finance ministers from East African Community (EAC) member 

countries agreed to raise minimum common external tariffs from 25 to 35 percent on several 

agricultural products. Affected commodities include dairy and meat products, cereals, cotton and 

textiles, edible oils, beverages, spirits, fruits, and nuts, among others. The tariff increase will 

enter effect on July 1, 2022, and will apply to exports to Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, and Uganda. 

 

 



 

 

 

Summary:  

On May 5, 2022, trade and finance ministers from East African Community (EAC) member 

countries (Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, and 

Uganda) agreed to the adoption of a “fourth band” of minimum common external tariffs (CETs). 

This fourth band will raise the minimum tariff EAC countries can impose on several agricultural 

products from 25 to 35 percent. Agricultural imports subject to the higher CET include dairy and 

meat products, cereals, edible oils, beverages, spirits, fruits, nuts, sugar and confectionery 

products, cotton, fresh-cut flowers, coffee, tea, and spices. The higher CET will also apply to 

non-agricultural products including textiles, iron and steel, furniture, leather products, headgear, 

ceramics, and paint. 

EAC member countries currently apply three levels (or “bands”) of minimum CETs depending 

on whether a product is a raw ingredient, an intermediate good, or a final good with each 

category subject to a minimum CET of 0, 10, and 25 percent, respectively. EAC countries are 

generally required to impose tariffs equal to or higher than the CET on imports from outside the 

EAC. Member countries can request CET exemptions for specific commodities.1  

Importantly, the impact of the higher CET on current applied tariffs is still under assessment. For 

example, most EAC countries already apply a 25 percent tariff for meat products, so it is likely 

that these products’ tariffs will increase to 35 percent. On the other hand, existing 60 percent 

tariffs on dairy products will likely remain as they exceed the new 35 percent minimum CET.   

A list of tariffs by EAC member countries for select agricultural products and a press release 

from the EAC Secretariat describing the CET increase are included as appendixes. 

  

                                                           
1 For example, Kenya is exempted from the CET for wheat imports. Kenya allows duty-free imports of wheat 

through a special program once all domestically produced wheat is contracted for sale. Exemptions from the CET 

must be periodically renewed with the EAC. 



 

 

Appendix 1: Current Applied Tariffs of EAC Member Countries on Select Agricultural Products 

 

Item  Kenya Uganda Tanzania Burundi Rwanda Democratic Republic of the 

Congo2 

Dairy Products  

 
- 60%, except:  

- Whey: 25%, 

butter 30%. 

- 60%, except:  

- Whey: 25%. 

- 60%, except:  

- Whey: 25%, 

butter: 30%. 

- 60%, except:  

- Whey, butter: 25%. 

 

- 60%, except:  

- Whey, butter: 25%. 

 

- 5%, except: 

- Butter, milk, yoghurt: 10%, 

cheese and curds: 20%. 

Meat products 

 

 

- 25%, except: 

- Poultry meat and 

edible offal: 

30%. 

- 60%.  

 
- 35%.  - 25%. - 25%.  - 20%, except:  

- Edible offal of bovine animals, 

swine, sheep, goats, horses, 

asses, mules, or hinnies, fresh, 

chilled, or frozen: 10%. 

- Meat and edible offal of  

poultry, fresh, chilled, or 

frozen: 10%.  

-  

Cereals 

 
- Hard wheat: 

35%,  

- Corn: 50%, 

-  Rice: 35% or 

USD 200/MT 

whichever is 

higher, 

- Seeds: (durum 

wheat, hard 

wheat, barley, 

oats: duty-free, 

corn seed: 25%, 

sorghum seed: 

25%, 

- Other sorghum: 

25%. 

- Hard wheat 10%,  

- Corn 50%,  

- Rice 75% Or USD 

345/MT, whichever is 

higher, 

- Seeds: (durum wheat, 

hard wheat, barley, oats: 

duty-free, corn seed: 

25%, sorghum seed: 

25%, 

- Other sorghum: 25%. 

- Hard wheat: 35%, 

- Corn: 50%,  

- Rice: 75% or 

USD 345/MT 

whichever is 

higher, 

- Seeds: (durum 

wheat, hard 

wheat, barley, 

oats: (duty-free), 

corn seed: 25%, 

sorghum seed: 

25%), 

- Other sorghum: 

25%. 

- Hard wheat: 35%,  

- Corn: 50%,  

- Rice: (no 

information 

available), 

- Seeds: (durum 

wheat, hard wheat, 

barley, oats: duty-

free, corn seed: 

25%, sorghum seed: 

25%, 

- Barley: 25%, 

- Other sorghum: 

25%. 

 

- Hard wheat: 35%,  

- Corn: 50%,  

- Rice: 75% or USD 

345/MT whichever is 

higher,  

- Seeds: durum wheat, hard 

wheat, barley, oats: duty-

free, corn seed: 25%, 

sorghum seed: 25%, 

- Barley: 25%,  

- Other sorghum: 25%. 

- Hard wheat: 5%,  

- Corn: 5%,  

- Rice in the husk: 5%,  

- Brown, broken, and semi 

milled rice: 10%,  

- Seeds: (durum wheat, hard 

wheat, barley, oats, corn seed, 

sorghum seed: duty-free, 

- Barley: 10%,  

- Other sorghum: 10%. 

  

                                                           
2 The Democratic Republic of the Congo joined the EAC on March 29th, 2022. At the time of this report, it has not updated its published tariffs to reflect EAC 

CETs.   



 

 

Item  Kenya Uganda Tanzania Burundi Rwanda Democratic Republic of the 

Congo3 

Shelled nuts 

 
- 25 %, except:  

- Other nuts, 

fresh or dried, 

whether 

shelled, 

peeled, or in 

shell : 10%. 

- 25 %, except:  

- Other nuts, fresh or 

dried, whether 

shelled, peeled, or in 

shell: 10%. 

- 25 %, except:  

- Other nuts, 

fresh or dried, 

whether 

shelled, peeled, 

or in shell : 

10%. 

- 25%.  

 

- 25%.  

 
- 20%.  

Wine and spirits - 25 %, except: 

- Other grape 

must : 10%. 

- 25%, except:  

- Mineral water and 

aerated waters: 60%, 

- Non-alcoholic beer: 

60%,  

- Other grape must:  

10%.  

- 25 %, except: 

- Mineral water 

and aerated 

waters: 60%, 

- Other grape 

must: 10%. 

 

- 25 %, except: 

- Wine of fresh 

grapes: 22%,  

- Other grape must: 

10%. 
 

- 25 %, except: 

- Wine of fresh grapes 

22%,  

- Other grape must:  

10%. 
 

- 20% except:  

- Wine of fresh grapes: 

16.7%,  

- Other grape must: 10%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
3 The Democratic Republic of the Congo joined the EAC on March 29th, 2022. At the time of this report, it has not updated its published tariffs to reflect EAC 

CETs.   



 

 

Appendix 2: EAC Press Statement on New CET Band 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


